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Abstract

Higher education plays a fundamental role in the development and progress of societies.
Quality Assurance and Accreditation, as a process aimed at ensuring quality in the
higher education and improving its standards, paramount and should be designed to
achieve the said goal. Over the past decade, the Ministry of Higher Education of
Afghanistan (MoHE) has undertaken activities and initiatives for the evaluation and
accreditation of both public and private institutions of higher education. This paper
tends to address the challenges and lacunas that quality assurance and accreditation
Sframework of Afghanistan suffers from; while comparing the same with the Malaysian
framework by using secondary data in a descriptive-comparative method. The research
finds that Directorate of Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Afghanistan operates
under the auspecies of MoHE, lacking independence in terms of staffing, financial
management, and administrative authority. As a corrolary to the above, no specific and
comprehesnive mechanism for appeal against decisions of the Directorate seems in place.
Moreover, a standardized mechanism for registration and dissemination of information
regarding universities in terms of their academic accreditation and quality assurance
processes is not in place. Interestingly, the Directortate of Quality Assurance and
Accreditation is not a member in any regional and/or international quality assurance
body. The findings may provide new perspectives for the Ministry of Higher Education
and the responsible officials of the Quality Assurance and Accreditation body regarding
the issues raised in this study.
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